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Wrangell Institute for Science and Environment

W I S E  H i r e s  S t a f f
B y  J a n e l l e  E k l u n d

I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  2 0 0 9  W I S E  h i r e d  a n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r,
B r u c e  J a m e s .    B r u c e  b r i n g s  w i t h  h i m  g r e a t  s k i l l s  i n  n o n -
prof i t  management and organizat ional  ski l ls.   Bruce organized
C o p p e r  R i v e r  S t e w a r d s h i p  P r o g r a m ,  E a r t h  D i s c o v e r y  a n d
Chang ing  Seasons  P rog rams ,  as  we l l  as  he lp ing  w i th  o the r
ou t reach  p rog rams .   B ruce  was  i ns t rumen ta l  i n  deve lop ing
a  n e w  j o i n t  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,

called the “Junior Ranger
P r o g r a m ”  w h i c h  w a s  a
great success this summer.
We were very impressed
w i t h  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  a n d
accomplishments as both
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a n d
Naturalist.  Bruce is passionate
about  wi ld  areas and the
c h a l l e n g e s  o f  l i v i n g  i n

remote  A laska .

C o p p e r  R i v e r  C o u n t r y  N a t u r e  To u r
B y  J a n e l l e  E k l u n d

O u r  S e c o n d  f u l l  s e a s o n  f o r  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  C o u n t r y
N a t u r e  To u r  w a s  a  b i g  s u c c e s s .   W I S E  i s  a  v e n d o r  o f
P r i n c e s s  To u r s  a n d  t o u r s  o p e r a t e d  t h r e e  d a y s  a  w e e k ,
with two tours available each of those three days. Independent
t r a v e l e r s  a r e  a l s o  t a r g e t e d  s o  t o u r s  h a v e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l
t o  o p e r a t e  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  d a y s  a  w e e k .   F o r  2 0 0 9  t h e r e
w e r e  a  t o t a l  o f  2 3 2  g u e s t s .  T h e  p r o g r a m  o p e r a t e d  4 5
o u t  o f  5 2  t o u r  d a y s  a n d  t h e  p r o g r a m  g r o s s e d  $ 11 , 8 0 0 .
W I S E  c o n s i d e r s  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a  b i g  s u c c e s s ,  t h a n k s  t o
t h e  d e d i c a t e d  n a t u r a l i s t s ,  B r u c e  J a m e s ,  K a r e n  Wa l k e r,
Dave Wel lman;  and cost  cu t t ing  measures which increased
o u r  m a r g i n .   T h e  n a t u r a l i s t s  w e r e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  g u i d e s
with al l  of  our guests.   With  98% of the evaluat ions returned,
the program was rated high quality and exceeded expectations
o r  h i g h  q u a l i t y  a n d  w o r t h w h i l e .  C o m m e n t s  i n c l u d e d :

“The guides were great, very knowledgeable and thoughtful.
Thank you for a super
tour.” “Great trip. One
of the best I have
been on.” “The tour
was the most
informative, best
prepared and
extremely well paced
of all the tours we
have taken. The
guides were

exceptional in their knowledge and enthusiasm.”  “Loved it! It was
nice to experience the ‘true Alaska’ not the normal tours that are
so preplanned and almost commercial.” “Our guides are so
knowledgeable and personable – it made learning a pleasure!!”

WISE recognizes the importance of knowledgeable, dedicated,
p e r s o n a b l e  g u i d e s  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y
To u r.   T h a t  i s  w h a t  w e  s t r i v e  f o r  a s  w e  s e e k  n a t u r a l i s t s
f o r  t he  2010  season .

W i th reports of  tour bookings being down this year,  because
o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  d o w n t u r n ,  w e  a r e  c a u t i o u s l y  o p t i m i s t i c
a b o u t  t h e  2 0 1 0  s e a s o n .

W I S E  i s  i n  a  g o o d  p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  o f  s o m e  v e n d o r s  w i l l  n o t  b e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  2 0 1 0 .
This should provide more customers in a shr ink ing summer
s e a s o n .   W I S E  i s  l o o k i n g  a t  w a y s  o f  e x p a n d i n g  i t s  t o u r
capac i t y.

The Rasmuson Foundat ion was instrumental  in the success
of th is program through a grant  that  enabled us to purchase
a  1 5  p a s s e n g e r  v a n .   T h e  v a n  w a s  u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
season  and  was  a l so  used  fo r  ou r  o the r  you th  p rog rams .
We would once again l ike to thank the Rasmuson Foundation
fo r  t h i s  gene rous  con t r i bu t i on .
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I n  May,  2009 ,  WISE  h i r ed  a  na tu ra l i s t  f o r  t he  Coppe r  R i ve r
C o u n t r y N a t u r e  To u r.    K a r e n  Wa l k e r  c a m e  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e
w i t h  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  a s  a  n a t u r a l i s t  f r o m  t h e  C a m p b e l l  C r e e k
Science Center.   Karen has impress ive natura l is t  c redent ia ls
wi th  over  20  years  o f  exper ience and brought  to  the  program
a  w e a l t h  o f  k n o w l e d g e  o n  A l a s k a  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y,  a  d e s i r e
to  research  more  sub jec t  ma t te r,  and  a  pe rsonab le  rappor t .
W I S E  w i l l  b e  h i r i n g  a  n a t u r a l i s t  a n d  i n t e r n  f o r  t h e  2 0 1 0
season .
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 c o n t i n u e d
W I S E  i s  l o o k i n g  a t  w a y s  t o  r e c r u i t  l o c a l  n a t u r a l i s t  t o  f i l l
t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .   W I S E  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l
Park  Serv ice to  he lp  t ra in  and employ prospect ive  natura l is ts
a n d  i n t e r n s .   I f  y o u  m i g h t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e
positions, a full position descriptions and employment application
can  be  found  a t  www.w ise-edu .o rg :  c l i ck  “Employment ” .   For
further informat ion emai l  or  cal l  Bruce James at b james@wise-
edu.org, 907-822-3575 or Janelle Eklund at jeklund@cvinternet.net,
907 -822 -3282 .

Enthus iasm for  Learn ing  Ev ident  a t  Ear th
D iscovery  Day
B y  B r u c e  J a m e s
S o m e h o w  t h e  s t r e t c h  o f  b e a u t i f u l  d a y s  l a s t e d  j u s t  l o n g
enough  to  en joy  the  7 th  Annua l  Ear th  D iscovery  Day  on  May
5th  under  warm sunshine.   Over  100 s tudents  f rom the four th ,
f i f t h  a n d  s i x t h  g r a d e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  W r a n g e l l  I n s t i t u t e
for Science and Environment’s
celebration of Earth Discovery
Day held at the Wrangell
S t .  E l ias  Nat iona l  Park
and Preserve Visitor Center.

con t i nued
a n d  “ I ’ l l  t r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t . ”   W h e n  a s k e d  h o w
t h e y  w i l l  u s e  w h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,
the  response most  o f ten  g iven  was “ I  w i l l  share  what  I  learned
w i t h  m y  p a r e n t s / f a m i l y ” .   W h a t  d i d  y o u r  s t u d e n t  t e l l  y o u ?
H o w  w i l l  y o u  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s t u d e n t  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e ?

M a n y  p e o p l e  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h e l p e d  m a k e  t h i s  d a y  t h e
s u c c e s s  i t  w a s .   W I S E  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  p r e s e n t e r s
and  the i r  agenc ies /o rgan iza t ions ,  the  vo lun teers  who  he lped
k e e p  t h e  d a y  o n  t r a c k ,  t h e
teacher and parent chaperones,
a n d  W R S T  f o r  o n c e  a g a i n
offer ing the use of the Visi tor
C e n t e r  g r o u n d s .   W e  w o u l d
also like to thank our membership
and sponsors Alaska Conservation
Foundation, Studebaker Environmental
Educat ion Fund, Wells Fargo
Bank and WRST for their generous
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .

Chang ing  Seasons  Te a c h  N a t u r e s  Tr a n s i t i o n  t o
W i n t e r
By  Bruce  James

The  beau ty  o f  t he  Coppe r  R i ve r  Bas in ’ s  au tumn  co lo rs  s l i ps
a w a y  a l l  t o o  q u i c k l y.  W h i l e  w e  e n j o y  t h e  c o l o r f u l  d i s p l a y,
w e  a r e  l e f t  w i t h  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  w i n t e r  a n d  t h e

prepara t ions  needed to  get
through it. The basin’s plants
and animals also make their
preparations and these were
the topics at the seventh annual
Changing Seasons event hosted
by Wrangell Institute for Science
and Environment. The event
was held three days at three
d i f fe ren t  schoo ls .  A l l  Bas in
s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  g r a d e r s
a t tended  p resen ta t i ons  on

t r e e  a n d  a n i m a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  w i n t e r,  f a l l  g a t h e r i n g  o f
loca l  foods by  bas in  res idents  and observat ions  o f  our  borea l
f o res t .  S tuden ts  marve led  a t  t he  un ique  g i l l  s t r uc tu re  o f  t he
unders ide  o f  a  mushroom when v iewed th rough a  mic roscope
a n d  t h e n  d i d  c o l o r f u l  l e a f  t r a c i n g s  t o  t a k e  h o m e .  T h e y  a l s o
l e a r n e d  a b o u t  l o c a l l y  g r o w n  a n d  c o l l e c t e d  f o o d s ,  t h e  l o c a l
t r a d i t i o n  o f  s h a r i n g  a b u n d a n t  f o o d s  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  m i g h t
n o t  b e  a s  w e l l  o f f ,  a n d  h o w  w o o d  f r o g s  f r e e z e  d u r i n g  w i n t e r
a n d  t h e n  r e v i v e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  T h e  e v e n t  w a s  k i c k e d  o f f  b y
playing the Lynx and Hare game to learn a l i t t le about predators
a n d  p r e y  w h i l e  a l s o  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  y o u t h f u l  l e g s .  S c h o o l
District Standards are applied to each presentaiton.The essential
q u e s t i o n  w a s  “ W h y  i s  i t  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  p l a n t s ,  a n i m a l s  a n d
humans in  the  Copper  Bas in  to  migra te ,  h iberna te  o r  adapt?”
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  a n s w e r e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n
and  t hen  d rew  a  p i c t u re  o f  some th i ng  t hey  l ea rned .
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P resenters engaged the
students with stimulating
topics developed to connect
t h e m  w i t h  t h e i r  n a t u r a l
wo r l d  and  encou rage  a
sense  o f  s t ewardsh ip .   A l l  t he  p resen ta t i ons  me t  s tanda rds
s e t  f o r t h  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
s o m e  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  e x p a n d  u p o n  t h e  d a y ’ s  l e a r n i n g  w i t h
add i t iona l  ass ignments  once they  are  back  in  the  c lassroom.
S t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  s k i l l s  t h a t  a l s o  q u a l i f i e d  t h e m  a s  “ J u n i o r
Rangers ” .

F o u r t h  g r a d e  s t u d e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  “ D o n ’ t  D u n k  t h e  J u n k ”
w i th  A r lene  Rosenkrans  o f  RC&D and  C l i f f  Eames  o f  Copper
C o u n t r y  A l l i a n c e ,  “ P l a n e t a r i u m ”  w i t h  Te d  H e s s e r  o f  S A PA ,
“ G r e a t  H o r n e d  O w l ”  w i t h  E d  P o d g o r s k i  o f  A l a s k a  W i l d b i r d
Rehab i l i t a t i on  Cen te r  (AWRC) ,  and  “How O ld  i s  t ha t  F i sh? ”
w i th  Corey  Schwanke  o f  ADF&G.

F i f t h  g r a d e r s  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  AT V  s a f e t y  a n d  Tr e a d  L i g h t l y
w i t h  I an  Do rsey,  t he  Kenny  Lake  4H  C lub  and  BLM s ta f f e r s ;
“ O b s e r v a t i o n s ”  w i t h  C l a i r  S c r i b n e r  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  V i l l a g e  o f
Gakona ;  b i r d  adap ta t i ons  w i t h  Dave  We l lman  o f  WISE ;  and
S o n g b i r d s  w i t h  V i c  a n d  T r i s h a  B r u s s .

Sixth grade students enjoyed presentations about tree identification
w i t h  Pau l  Boos  o f  W ISE  and  Ben  Se i f e r t  o f  BLM,  “ Leave  No
Trace ”  w i th  G lenn  Har t  o f  NPS and  Jane l l e  Ek lund  o f  WISE,
Wa t e r s h e d  w i t h  D o u g  Vo l l m a n  o f  K L S W C ,  a n d  S a w - W h e t

O w l  w i t h  N a n c y  Wa d e  o f  AW R C .  S t u d e n t s  s h a r e d  s o m e  o f
t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  l e a r n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  –  “ N o t  t o  l i t t e r  a n d
t o  k e e p  t h e  e a r t h  h e a l t h y ” ,  “ I  w i l l  b e  s a f e r  o n  AT V s  a n d
a le r t  a round  my  su r round ings ” ,



con t i nued

W ISE would l ike to thank the presenters and their agency/organization
tha t  made the  day  poss ib le :  Ar lene  Rosenkrans ,  Natu ra l  Resource
Conse rva t i on  Se rv i ce ;  Doug  Vo l lman ,  Kenny  Lake  So i l  and  Wate r
Conserva t ion  Serv ice ;  Me l i ssa  B la i r,  Na t iona l  Parks  Conserva t ion
A s s o c i a t i o n ;  J a n e l l e  E k l u n d ,  W I S E ;  P a u l  B o o s ,  W I S E ;  B u r e a u  o f
L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  v o l u n t e e r s ;  G l e n n  H a r t  a n d  o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s ,
Nat ional  Park Serv ice;  and Kenny Lake h igh school  s tudents Keaton
S h e p h e r d ,  R y a n  C u d o ,  a n d  N e i l  F i n n e s a n d .  W I S E  a l s o  t h a n k s
the  A laska  Conse rva t i on  Founda t i on ,  S tudebake r  Env i r onmen ta l
E d u c a t i o n  F u n d ,  W e l l s  F a r g o ,  W r a n g e l l  S t .  E l i a s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k
and Preserve, and members for their generous f inancial contributions.

C o p p e r  R i v e r  S t e w a r d s h i p  P r o g r a m
By Keaton Shepherd

“ 10  Days  o f  Env i r onmen ta l  En l i gh tenmen t :  The  Coppe r  R i ve r
S tewardsh ip  P rog ram”

T h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  S t e w a r d s h i p  P r o g r a m ,  a  y o u t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
l e a d e r s h i p  c u r r i c u l u m ,  b e g a n  o n  t h e  c r i s p  m o r n i n g  o f  J u l y  2 1 ,
2009 .  Dan ie l  Leahy  o f  Kenny  Lake ,  A laska ,  and  I  sa t  a t  t he  end  o f
h i s  d r i v e w a y  a t  m i l e  7 4  o n  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  h i g h w a y,  a t o p  o f  o u r
w e a t h e r p r o o f  b a c k p a c k s ,  s t u f f e d  t o  t h e  b r i m  w i t h  s u p p l i e s  f o r  a
ten day adventure in the Copper River Watershed.   We were await ing
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  o u r  a d u l t  c h a p e r o n e s ,    w i t h  w h o m  w e  w o u l d  b e
travelling to Valdez to meet our Cordovan counterparts.  The opportunity
to  pa r t i c ipa te  in  the  Copper  R ive r  S tewardsh ip  Program was  g iven
t o  f i v e  o u t s t a n d i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  f r o m  t h e  C o p p e r  B a s i n ,  a n d  f i v e
f r o m  C o r d o v a .   T h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n v o l v e d
w r i t i n g  a n  e s s a y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  q u e s t i o n s  s u c h  a s  a  l i s t  o f  f i v e
r e a s o n s  w h y  y o u  s h o u l d  b e  s e l e c t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  C o p p e r
River  Stewardship Program
a s  w e l l  a s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f
your family’s cultural or historical
t ie  to  the watershed.  Those
selected were notified in mid-
May,  a l lowing p lenty of  t ime
to gather the necessary supplies
fo r  the  Program’s  c l imac t i c
r a f t i n g  t r i p  f r o m  C h i t i n a  t o
M i l e s  G l a c i e r.

T h i s  e v e n t  w a s  o b v i o u s l y
the  ma jo r  incen t i ve ;  ra f t ing
one of the most powerful glacial
r i v e r s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  a n  o n c e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e  e x p e r i e n c e !  T h o u g h
the ra f t  t r ip  was amaz ing,  the  awareness tha t  we a l l  ga ined th rough
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  o u t w e i g h s  o n  a  s c a l e  o f
i m p o r t a n c e .   W e  w e r e  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  w a t e r s h e d ,  a n d
t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  u s .
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k e e p  o u r  w a t e r s h e d  s a f e  f r o m  t h e  m a n y  t h r e a t s  t h a t  i t  i s  f a c e d
w i th?

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P r o g r a m ,  w e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  w e  a r e  a  p a r t  o f  a
m u c h  g r e a t e r  s y s t e m ;  w e  a r e  a l l  c o n n e c t e d  b y  w a t e r,  w a t e r
t h a t  w e  a l l  n e e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e .   T h i s  t y p e  o f  a w a r e n e s s  i s
c ruc ia l ,  espec ia l l y  s ince  so  many  peop le  take  wate r  fo r  g ran ted ,
a n d ,  t h o u g h  w e  m a y  n o t  r e a l i z e  i t ,  w e  a r e  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n ,
a n d  w e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  w o r k  h a r d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  f e w  r e s o u r c e s
w e  h a v e  l e f t .   I  a m  s o  i n c r e d i b l y  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e ,
a n d  I  c a n  h o n e s t l y  s a y  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  P r o g r a m ,  I  a m  m u c h  m o r e
c o n s c i o u s  o f  m y  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  f r a g i l e  e n v i r o n m e n t .   I t  i s  m y
sincere hope that the Copper River Stewardship Program continues
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  H i g h  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e ;
i t  i s  a  g rea t  i nves tmen t  f o r  t he  f u tu re  o f  t he  wa te rshed !   I  wou ld
l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  s p o n s o r s  W r a n g e l l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S c i e n c e  a n d
Environment, Copper River Watershed Program and Prince Wil l iam
Sound Science Center for providing this once in a lifetime opportunity.
Check  ou t  h t t p : / / emmies ra f t t r i pexpe r i ence .weeb l y. com/

I t  was  he re  tha t  we  began  to  rea l i ze  the  impor tance  o f  t he  sa lmon
r u n ;  n o t  o n l y  d o e s  i t  s u p p o r t  t h e  r u r a l  A l a s k a n s  w h o  d e p e n d  o n
the sa lmon for  subs is tence,   i t  a lso prov ides commerc ia l  f isherman.
We also met with a representative from the Bureau of Land Management,
w h o  w a s  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l l y
d e s i g n a t e d  W i l d  a n d  S c e n i c  R i v e r s ,  t h e  G u l k a n a .   W e  l e a r n e d
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  l e a v e - n o  - t r a c e  e t h i c s ,  a s ,  t h o u g h
w e  m a y  n o t  r e a l i z e  i t ,  o u r  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t
c a n  c a u s e  g r e a t  d a m a g e .   T h e  m o s t  t h o u g h t  p r o v o k i n g  m e e t i n g
for  me was the campf i re  chat  about  danger  that  the Alyeska Pipel ine
poses to  the  watershed,  as  i t  c rosses  severa l  ma jor  t r ibu tar ies .The
m e e t i n g  l e f t  u s  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n :   W i l l  w e ,  a s  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f
t omor row,  be  p repa red  t o

Junior Ranger Program - A Partnership with Wrangell St. Elias
National Park and Preserve
by Bruce James

“ W a s  t h a t  a  m i d g e  o r  a  m i t e ?  “ I
don’t know but i t  definitely doesn’t
look l ike the last thing we caught!”
T h e s e  w e r e  f a m i l i a r  c o m m e n t s
a s  l o c a l  y o u t h  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e
to learn about the ecology of some
of  our  lakes ,  s t reams and  ponds
t h i s  s u m m e r  a l o n g  t h e  M C a r t h y
Rd.  WISE hosted or  par t i c ipa ted
in e ight  d i f ferent  events enl is t ing
over 300 new Jr. Rangers, a partnership
t h a t  c u l m i n a t e d  t h r o u g h  a  g r a n t  f r o m  W r a n g e l l  S t .  E l i a s  N a t i o n a l
P a r k  &  P r e s e r v e  ( W R S T ) .   T h i s  f u n d i n g  h e l p e d  c o v e r  a  c o u p l e  o f
our  t rad i t ional  events,  Ear th Discovery Day and Changing Seasons;
p r o v i d e d  s e e d  m o n e y  f o r  a  n e w  e c o l o g y  c l a s s  o n  t h e  M c C a r t h y
Road ,  and  l ea rn ing  s ta t i ons  t o  Va ldez  you th ;  and  i nco rpo ra te  t he
Jr. Ranger program into several functions hosted by other organizations
(Yo u t h  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S u m m i t ;  Wr a n g e l l  M o u n t a i n s  C e n t e r  d a y
c a m p s ) .  L e s s o n s  f o c u s e d  o n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  l o c a l  a q u a t i c s  w h i l e
get t ing the i r  hands (and feet ! )  wet ;  Leave No Trace;  the impor tance
of  w i l low to  the env i ronment ;  an imal  t racks,  scat  and ident i f i ca t ion;
plant structure, identification and medicinal qualities; using stereomicroscopes
t o  g e t  a n  u p  c l o s e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  v i e w  o f  t h i n g s  t h e y  p a s s  b y  i n
t h e  w o o d s  e v e r y  d a y ;  a n d  q u i e t  t i m e  t o  l i s t e n ,  w r i t e ,  s k e t c h ,  a n d
soak in  the wonders of  the natura l  wor ld .  The “WOW”,  “AWESOME”,
a n d  “ T h a t  i s  s o  c o o l ! ”  c o m m e n t s  m a d e  i t  a l l  w o r t h w h i l e .  W I S E  i s
v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  W R S T J r.  R a n g e r  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  t h e  h e l p
we  rece i ved  f r om a l l  ove r  t he  Coppe r  R i ve r  Bas in .

When you go on-line to sign up for your Permanent Fund  Dividend, you will see
the option called “The Gift of Giving.” Search for us by choosing Region (Judicial
District 1 ) and Wrangell Institute For Science and Environment. Click and follow
the instructions. Please provide your contact information to us so that we can
acknowledge and recognize your generous support. For more information go to
www.pickclickgive.org or call us at 822-3282. Thank you for your support.



A WISE  Thanks  To  Our  Generous
Donors

W i s e  i s  m a k i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  C o p p e r  B a s i n  t h a n k s
t o  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  y o u .   T h i s  r e v e n u e  h e l p s  f u n d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  w o r k s

t o w a r d s  d e v e l o p i n g  o t h e r s .
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