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Watershed Leadership Program
R a f t s  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r

On  Augus t  f i r s t  t en  h i gh  s choo l
s t udent s  f r om  the  Copper  R i v e r
Bas i n  were  s i ng i ng  “Row in ’  Down
the  R iver”  as  they  comp leted  a  f i ve
day  r af t i n g  t r i p  f rom  Ch i t i n a  t o
the Million Dollar Bridge and Cordova.

In  March students  from the  Copper
R i ver  Bas i n  wrote  an  essay  on  “The
impor tance  o f  the  Copper  R i v e r
as  a  natura l  resource ,  i ts  i nf luence
as  a  watershed ,  and  how  i t  affects
the surrounding ecosystem” to apply
for this program.  Fourteen students
app l i ed  fo r  ten  s l o t s  and  a  pane l
o f  f ou r  j udges  chose  the  w i nn i n g
essays from a l ist of criteria. Judges
were Bruce Heaton from the American
Leg i o n ,  L i nda  F l i n t  f r om  Copper
Va l l ey  Te lephone ,  Mark  Somerv i l l e
f rom  A l a ska  Dept .  o f  F i sh  Game
and  WISE board  member ,  and  Dave
Wel lman ,  WISE v ice  pres ident .  The
panel  of  judges rece ived the essays
after  names  had  been  exc l uded .
Winning applicants were: Mary Carlson,
Naomi Carlson, John Giraldo, Michael
He l kenn ,  Mark  Henspeter ,  Wade
Jones, Samantha Knutson, Mary Marshall,
Alex VanWhye, and Kimberly Woods.
Instructors for the raft trip included
Jane l l e  Ek l und ,  WISE  p res ident ,
Glenn Hart, WRST Education Specialist
and Volunteer Coordinator, and Carla
Schierholt  who also was the offic ia l
p h o t o g r a p h e r .

Students  s a i d  they  were  i n sp i red
and  impressed  by  the  magn i t ude
and  d i ve r s i t y  o f  the  r i v e r ,  a l o ng
w i th  the  geo l og i c  f o rces ,  w i l d l i f e ,

plants, the sheer beauty, and the infamous
w i nds .  The  s tudents  s pent  two  days
get t i ng  the i r  ‘ f eet  wet ’ ,  s o  t o  s peak ,
by participating in various presentations
f rom  expert s  w i th  l o ca l  a genc i e s  and
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Th i s  p a r t  o f  the  p rogram  i n c l uded  a
tour of the Gulkana Hatchery at Paxson;
acqu i r i n g  i n f o rmat i o n  o n  f i sh  s pec i e s
and importance  of  the  watershed from
Mark Somerv i l le  at  Alaska  Department
of  F i sh  and  Game ;  a  l e s son  on  GIS/
GPS  by  Josh  Scott  o f  WRST;  a  gu ided
tour  by  F red  Wi l l i ams  o f  the  Copper
Va l l ey  H i s tor i ca l  Soc iety  through  the
George  I .  A shby  Museum  i n  Copper
Center ;  a  v i s i t  t o  the  Ahtna  Cu l t u ra l
Heritage site to learn about subsistence
from  Dorothy  Sh i nn ,  Dona ld  Johns ,
and  Jack  Sabon ;  a  t a l k  f rom  Copper
Country Alliance members Ruth McHenry
and Cliff Eames about their organization
and  cu r rent  f ocus  on  the  p i pe l i n e  o i l
s p i l l  c on t i n gency  p l a n ;  a n  o ver v i ew
of  the  geo l ogy  o f  the  water shed  by
Suzanne McCarthy, director and geology
teacher at Prince William Sound Community
Co l l e ge ;  a nd  r i v e r  s a fety  by  Trooper
S i m e o n .

Watershed  Leadersh i p  Students  and  Instructors
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At the end of the river trip, in Cordova,
Tor i  Baker from the Sea Grant Marine
Advisory Program,  gave students f irst
hand  know ledge  about  the  Copper
River Delta area and the coastal fisheries;
s t udent s  v i s i t ed  the  Copper  R i v e r
Watershed Project office where Kristin
Smith and Brenden Reilly gave an overview
of  the i r  o rgan i za t i o n  and  p ro ject s ,
focusing on sustainable economic development.

Students kept a positive and fun attitude
throughout  the  t r i p  de sp i t e  be i n g
‘ s i l t  b l a s ted ’  a t  the  Bremner  s and
dunes  i n  the  h i gh  w i nds  that  f unne l
th rough  that  a rea .  C opper  R i v e r  s i l t
was imbedded in every pore and orifice
of  the  face ,  n o t  t o  ment i on  c l o thes
and  gear .  I t  was  s o  th i ck  v i s i b i l i t y
w i ped  out  any  v i ew  of  the  mounta i n s
or  nearby  terra in .  But  as  one  student
sa id ,  ‘ i t ’ s  a l l  part  of  the  exper ience ’ .

Observat i on s  and  no tes  were  t aken
by  each  of  the  students  and  comp i led
i n to  e s says ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  power  po i n t
s l i de  show .  These  a re  shared  w i th
the  pub l ic  and  sponsors  and pub l i shed
i n  the  Copper  R i v e r  Record .

Wrange l l  I n s t i t u te  f o r  Sc i ence  and
Environment made this program possible
through  a  g rant  f rom  the  Nat i ona l
Park Foundation, American Legion donation,
Wrange l l  St .  E l i a s  Nat i ona l  P a rk  and
Preser ve  (WRST)  i n - k i nd  donat i o n s ,
A l a ska  R i ver  Exped i t i on s  d i s counted
rates ,  a  sma l l  s t i pend  f rom  each  o f
the students, and membership donations.
WISE thanks all the sponsors, presenters,
and volunteers that made this program
p o s s i b l e .

Students  he l p  l a unch  r aft s  o n  the  Copper
R i v e r

E a r t h  D i s c o v e r y  D a y  a n d
C h a n g i n g  S e a s o n

Th i s  was  the  f i f th  ann i v e r sa ry  f o r
these  p rog rams .  One  hundred  and
th i r ty  two  s tudents  a t tended  Earth
Discovery Day 2007.   This year students
learned about recycl ing ,  p lanetarium,
ag i n g  f i sh ,  b i rds ,  t he  l i v i n g  ea r th ,
map  and compass ,  rock  crysta ls ,  tree
ident i f i c a t i on ,  Leave  No  Trace ,  a nd
the  water shed  en v i r o scape .   Ea r th
Discovery Day is scheduled for Thursday,
M a y  1 ,  2 0 0 8 .

Joe  Hart  f r om  BLM teaches  Map  and
Compass  a t  Earth  D i scovery  Day

Seventy  n i ne  s t udent s  a t tended
Changing Seasons September,  2007.
Students  l e a rned  about  t rees  and
p lants ,  fa l l  gather ing ,  an ima ls ,  and
honed their observation skil ls .  WISE
thanks all the presenters from agencies
and  organ izat i ons  that  make  these
programs  po s s i b l e ,  a l o ng  w i th  ou r
sponors,  ConocoPhi l l ips,  Studebaker
Env i ronmenta l  Educat ion  Fund ,  and
Wrange l l  St .  E l i a s  Nat i ona l  P a rk
and  P re se r ve .

V i c k i  P e n w e l l  f r o m  W R S T  t e a c h e s
students  about  s qu i r re l  c aches  a t

C h a n g i n g  S e a s o n s
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Nabesna Day Camp

WISE board members Janelle Eklund, Dave Wellman
and Paul Boos helped out at the July Wrangell St.
Elias National Park and Preserve Nabesna Day Camp.
The theme of the camp was "Whatever the
Weather, We're in it Together". Janelle taught pre-
school through second grade students about the
water cycle; Dave Wellman, taught third through
sixth grade students about clouds; and Paul Boos
taught jr. and sr. high students about wind. Rain the
night before settled down the dust, partly
cooperating with the theme of the day.

Jane l l e  Ek l u nd  teaches  s t udents  about  the
w a t e r  c y c l e  a t  N a b e s n a  D a y  C a m p

W I S E  C o m p l e t e s  B u s i n e s s  P l a n

The  Foraker  Group  bus i ne s s  p l a n  t r a i n i n g
he l ped  WISE  to  c omp l e te  a  bu s i ne s s  p l a n
for the organizat ion .  Thanks to  Mike Walsh
fo r  h i s  exper t i s e  i n  he l p i n g  u s  de ve l o p  a
qua l i t y  p l an  that  w i l l  be  i n s t rumenta l  i n
gett ing WISE on the road to susta inabl i lty .
Board members Dave Wellman, Carla Schierholt,
Pau l  Boos ,  Gay  Wel lman  and  Jane l le  Ek lund
worked  on  putt i ng  the  p l an  together .  Dave
We l lman  put  a  l o t  o f  thought  and  t ime
i n to  ed i t i n g ,  g l een i ng  sk i l l s  he  l e a rned
through the Prince Will iam Sound Community
Co l l e ge  Tour i sm  C l a s s .

F e b r u a r y  F u n d r a i s e r  D r a w s  a  C r o w d

A baking contest and auction drew many adults as
well as children to the WISE February fund raiser.
Other festivities at the fundraiser included a silent
auction, a presentation of a live rough legged hawk
and hawk owl by the Bird Treatment and Learning
Center, an eagle demonstration by Copper Center
5th and 6th grade class, and music from local
musicians. The fundraiser netted close to $800.

W I S E  R e c e i v e s  G r a n t  f r o m
R a s m u s o n  F o u n d a t i o n

In  September ,  WISE  rece i ved  a  g rant
f rom  Rasmuson  Foundat i on  t o  pu rchase
a  15  p a s senger  v eh i c l e  f o r  i t s  p r og rams .
Th i s  means  WISE  w i l l  be  gear i n g  up  f o r
the  s ummer  2008  Natura l  H i s to ry  Tour .
Th i s  p r og ram  p ro v i de s  a  c omprehens i v e
i n t roduct i on  t o  the  na tura l  h i s t o ry  o f
the  Copper  R i v e r  c ount ry .  P a r t i c i p an t s
w i l l  e n joy  a  short  wa lk  through  a  w i l d
l andscape  and  a  v i s i t  t o  a  camp  a rea
w i th  a  wa l l  t ent  and  f i re  c i r c l e .  Work
i s  be i n g  done  t o  adver t i s e  i n  the  Copper
R i ve r  P r i n ces s  Lodge  brochure ,  a s  we l l
a s  o ther  venues .  A  no t i ce  w i l l  be  po s ted
to  h i re  two  natura l i s t s  t o  conduct  th i s
p rogram ,  and  a  p rogram  coord i na tor  t o
o ver see  the  p rog rams .  Natu ra l i s t s  mus t
be  fami l i ar  w ith  the  Copper  Bas in  reg ion ,
it's flora, fauna, ecology, geology, cultural
and natural history. This fee based program
w i l l  he l p  t o  f und  WISE  youth  p rograms .
WISE is very appreciative to the Rasmuson
Foundat i o n  f o r  i t s  r o l e  i n  he l p i n g  WISE
to  become  se l f  s u s ta i n i n g .

P a u l a  L a w l o r s  C o p p e r  C e n t e r  5 t h  &  6 t h  g r a d e
c l a s s  demonstrates  par t s  o f  a n  eag l e  a t

F e b r u a r y  f u n d r a i s e r

Y o u  C a n  M a k e  a  D i f f e r e n c e

The  Natura l  H i s to ry  p rogram  i s  c r i t i c a l
to sustain and grow WISE youth programs.
Goa l s  a re  t o  h i re  s taff ,  g row  a  youth
summer science camp, and develop infrastructure
for  a  l e a rn i n g  center .  The  goa l  i s  t o
ra i se  $40 ,000  by  Apr i l  2008  for  s ta r t -
up  of  the  natura l  h i story  program.  P lease
make  th i s  happen  by  donat i ng  anywhere
from $100 to  $1 ,000 or  more .  Help  nuture
good  s tewards  f o r  mother  ea r th .
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G e n e r o u s  D o n o r s
Wise  i s  mak i ng  a  p o s i t i v e  impact  o n  c i t i zen s  o f  the  Copper

Bas i n  thanks  t o  c o n t r i bu t i o n s  f r om  you .   Th i s  r e venue
h e l p s  f u n d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  w o r k s  t o w a r d s  d e v e l o p i n g

others .
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